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HABITATS

DIRECTIONS

SOUTH SHORE 

NATURE SANCTUARY 

South Shore Nature Sanctuary was created 

in 2002. The path begins with a small dune

habitat    and enters a meadow filled with 

asters and sunflowers   . This area is called 

the "butterfly meadow" because of the large

numbers and diversity of species it attracts.

A boardwalk loops around in a circle through the

natural area, over prairie and wetland    . On the

west side by the water is a sand dune inhabited 

by grasses that can handle the spartan conditions

of living on shifting sands. Benches and stone

council rings offer spectacular views of the habitat

and city skyline.

On the south end are small pockets of 

woodland    . The diversity of habitats and the

sanctuary's location on the lakefront make this 

an important resting spot for migrating birds.

Near the parking lot are purple martin bird 

houses sitting atop high poles.
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South Shore 
Nature Sanctuary 

ADDRESS

OWNER

ACREAGE

7059 S South Shore Dr
Chicago Park District
4.27

Dune

Prairie/Grassland

Wetland

Forest /Woodland

At the intersection of
South Shore Drive, Yates
Boulevard, and Exchange
Avenue, drive under the
large terra-cotta arch
with a sign for the South
Shore Cultural Center.
Go past the North
Parking lot, and on to
the Northeast Parking
Lot; the sanctuary is a
short distance south of
the public beach.
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